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PASS AGRICULTURE/FAS FOR GRAIN & FEED AND OILSEEDS 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAGR, CZ 

SUBJECT: CZECHOSLOVAK HARVEST SITUATION 
REF: PRAGUE 2557 

1. AGATT MET OCT. 2 IN PRAGUE WITH OFFICIALS 
CZECHOSLOVAK FEDERAL MINISTRY AGRICULTURE (CECIL, 
DIRECTOR OF CROP PRODUCTION) AND FEDERAL STATISTICAL 
OFFICE (DRTINA, DIRECTOR AGRICULTURAL SECTION) 

TO DISCUSS LATEST HARVEST SITUATION. FOLLOWING 
POINTS EMERGED FROM TALKS. 

2. CZECHOSLOVAK 1975 GRAIN HARVEST DISAPPOINTING 
AND MAY BE 1 TO 1.5 MIL TONS LESS THAN 1974 
RECORD CROP OF 10.6 MIL TONS. ACCORDING TO THE 
FEDERAL STATISTICAL OFFICE GRAIN PRODUCTION THIS 
YEAR (INCLUDING CORN) WILL BE STILL THIRD HIGHEST 
AND ABOVE PAST 4 YEARS'S AVERAGE. THIS CRITERIA 
SUGGEST GRAIN CROP BETWEEN 9.4 AND 9.6 MIL TONS. 
FEDERAL MINISTRY AGRICULTURE MORE PESSIMISTIC AND 
ASSESSES 1975 GRAIN CROP BETWEEN 7 TO 10 PERCENT LESS 
THAN 10.0 MIL TONS EXPECTED ON JULY 15, BEFORE HARVEST. 
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GRAIN CROP ON THIS BASIS SHOULD FALL BETWEEN 9.0 AND 
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9.3 MIL TONS. BOTH SOURCES ATTRIBUTE LOWER CROP TO 
TROPICALLY HOT AND DRY WEATHER IN WESTERN 
PART AND RAIN AND STORMS IN EASTERN PART OF COUNTRY 
AT HARVEST TIME. 

3. IN CONTRAST CORN WHICH NOW HARVESTED LOOKS GOOD TO 
EXCELLENT AND 800,000 TONS WOULD NOT BE UNEXPECTED. 

SUGAR BEET LOOKS EXCELLENT IN EASTERN SECTION (SLOVAKIA 
WITH ONE-THIRD OF NATIONS'S PRODUCTION) BUT ONLY AVERAGE 
IN WEST (CZECHLAND). SUGAR CONTENT EXPECTED 8 MIL 

TONS BEETS SHOULD BE HIGHER THAN LAST YEAR'S. SOY- 
BEAN CROP WHICH STILL IN EXPERIMENTAL STAGE LOOKS 
GOOD AND EARLY REPORTS SUGGEST COUNTRY 
WILL AVERAGE 15 QUINTALS PER HECTARE ON 4,500 HECTARES 
GROWN. POTATO PRODUCTION WILL BE DOWN 10 TO 15 PERCENT 
DUE TO DRY AND HOT WEATHER DURING CRITICAL GROWING 
STAGE CREATING SMALL SIZES OF POTATOES. RAPESEED 
CROP WAS EXELLENT, ABOUT 130,000 TONS UP FROM 
WEATHER DAMAGED 80,000 TONS IN 1974. 

4. COMMENTS. OFFICIALS WHO BRIEFED AGATT ON THE CROP 
SITUATION WERE UNUSAULLY FRANK AND COOPERATIVE. WHILE 
THERE ARE DIFFERING VIEWS ON SIZE OF 1975 GRAIN CROP, 

THEY AGREE THE HARVEST RESULTS WILL BE DOWN SUB- 
STATNTIALLY FROM 1974. THEY ALSO PLACE 

THE BLAME ON THE WEATHER. SOME BELIEVE, INCLUDING 
AGATT WHO VISITED THE COUNTRY EXTENSIVELY DURING HARVEST, 
THAT CZECHLAND (WITH TWO-THIRDS NATIONS'S GRAIN) MAY 
HAVE MISMANAGED OWN HARVEST. HOT AND DRY WEATHER 
BEGINNING IULY 15 RIPENED GRAIN IN CZECH REGION 
SOONER THAN EXPECTED. HARVESTING COMBINES, HOWEVER, 

WERE NOT AVAILABLE BECAUSE THEY WERE HELPING SLOVAK 
BROTHERS IN EAST (WHERE CROP USUALLY NATURES EARLIER) 

TO SPEED UP HARVEST OF HEAVILY STORM LOGGED GRAIN 
TO PREVENT WEED INFESTATIONS, ROTTING AND LOSSES. BY 
TIME HARVESTER COMBINES RETURNED TO ZCECHLAND AND 
WERE READY TO CUT SOME FIELDS BECAME OVER-RIPE. THERE 
WERE REPORTS (CONFIRMED BY MINAG) THAT SOME GRAIN 
FIELDS WERE HA VESTED WITH NEAR EMPLY STALKS BECAUSE 
GRAIN SIMPLY FELL TO GROUND. DOUBTFUL THIS ASPECT OF 
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CZECH GRAIN HARVEST WILL RECIEVE MUCH PUBLICITY. 

5. MESSAGE DISCUSSED EMBASSY PRAGUE PRIOR DEPARTURE 
AGATT FOR VIENNA. 

BUCHANAN 
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